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in Latin, in riding, and in fencing; I learnt my musketry exercise thoroughly, and I took much delight in drilling witii the school battalion, commanded by an old retired captain.
As I have said, when I entered the college at the end of 1793, the sanguinary rale of the Convention was at its heaviest. * Commissioners were travelling through the provinces, and nearly all those who had any influence in the South came to visit the establishment of i3ore~ze. Citizen Ferlus had a knack of his own for persuading them that it was their duty to support an institution which was training, in great numbers, young people who were the hope of the country, fhus he got all that he wanted out of them. Very often they allowed him to have large quantities of fagots which were destined for the supply of the armies, on the plea that we formed part of the army, and were its nursery.
When these representatives arrived they were received like sovereigns: the pupils put on their military uniforms, the battalion was drilled in their presence ; sentries were placed at every door, as in a garrison town; we acted pieces inspired by the purest patriotism; we sang national hymns. When they inspected the classes, especially the "history classes, an opportunity was always found to introduce some dissertation on the excellence of Republican government, and the patriotic virtues which result from it. 1 remember in this connection that the deputy Chabot, who had been a Capuchin, was questioning, me one day on Roman history. He asked me what I thought of Coriolanus, who, when his felcw-citizens, forgetful of his old services, had offended him, took refage with the Volsci, the Roman's sworn enemies. Bom Parks and the masters were in terror lest I should approve the Roman's conduct; but I said that a good citizen should never bear arms against his country, nor dream of revenging himself on her, however just grounds he might have for discontent. The representative was so pleased with my answer that he embraced me, and complimented the head of the college and Ms assistants on the good principles which tEey instilled into their pupils.
This little success in no way diminished my hatred for Ct distinguished himself.
